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Krishna is described as a deity who is the sole refuge of men who
are attacked by robbers or while afflicted in crossing streams,
afflicted with fear. It is the Goddess who confers the boon of
strength and also blesses people with offsprings and wealth. In
Ramayana, Hanuman is described as the God who confers strength
and ensures protection for worshippers of Rama. He is also
a protector of those devotees who devote themselves to the stud}
of Raniayana. He is the ideal of perfect servant who finds full
realisation of manhood, faithfulness and obedience. Humility
is bis predominating quality.

In the Mahabharata, there is an interesting account of a meeting
between Hanuman and his half-brother Bhima. (Bhima was born
of Kunti by the power of Pavana, the wind-god). After Rama's
death, Hanuman was living in a mountain fastness spending his
days in contemplation of his great master. Bhima in his search
for a mythical flower that Draupadi wished to possess, happened
to pass the forest and saw an oM monkey sleeping across his path.
He asked the monkey to get out of his way. The monkey wished
to know who he was. Bhima's account was one of self-glorification
and praise of the Pandava heroes. Bhima happened to wander
ill the forests without a kingdom and faced insult fromDuryodhana
Bhima asked the monkey to clear the road. The monkey said
that he was ailing and requested Bhima to step across him. But
Bhima would not do this, because, he said, of his respect for his
brother Hanuman who was a monkey. Nor would he pass him
by the head side. After some argument Bhima agreed to pass
by the tailside, but Hanuman's tail became longer. When Bhima
tried to lift it he failed in the attempt. After walking along the
lail for about a league Bhima decided to lift it up with his club,
which weapon, however, broke in the attempt.

Now the Pandava knew he was dealing with no ordinary ape
and he came back to Hanuman and asked him respectfully who
he was. Hanuman smiled and disclosed his identity. He enter-
tained Bhima with many tales of ancient days, and described to
him the feats performed by the monkeys in the Ramayana battle.
Bhima requested Hanuman to show him the form he had assumed
for jumping over to Lanka. Hanuman now stood up and began
to increase in size, but before he reached his full stature, Bhima
got frightened of the enormity of the form, fainted and fell do^n.